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THIRTY-NINTH

ELSTOW MAY FESTIVAL

THURSDAY, 2nd MAY, at 3 p.m. only

1963 MAY QUEEN - LYNDA PIBWORTH

Programme Sixpence



Lynda Pibworth
May Queen, 1963

Camera Portraity by F. Jewell-Harvison, AIBF

Lynne Sharp
May Queen, 1962




“Deep and crisp and even”

Well, is wasn't deep, or even, and it was crisp only at night, but the snow (and
ice) certainly lay round about on the 18th of January. That was the day we chose
Lynda Pibworth to be this year's May Queen, and we are sure we have chosen
another excellent Queen.

We chose Lynda, as we always choose our Queens, because she has i the fullest
measure the qualities we look for in a May Queen. It was not until a good deal later
that we found that she has an extra qualification so far unique. Her MoTHER 15 A
rormER May QueeN. We are delighted that this has happened, and the more so
since, as I have just said, we chose Lynda before we knew that her mother once had
this high honour. It is an interesting coincidence, too, that Mrs. Pibworth was
crowned on the 2nd of May, and, if the weather allows, Lynda's crowning also falls
on the 2nd of May. '

I began by saying that the May Queen was chosen on the 18th of January. But
the organisation side of the May Festival begins before January. In October or
November the British Travel and Holidays Association write asking for the date of
the following vear's Festival, and for some particulars of it, for inclusion mn their
handbooks. %Early? To us, yes, but these handbooks have to be prepared in good
time, to be sent to many overseas countries,

So this year, once again, we are indeed happy to welcome those who ace seeing
our Festival as part of their holiday, and I invite them to make themselves known to

me after the Festival.
“ . * * *

It is now some years since the origins of our Festival were referred to, and there
may be some who do not know about it.

Maypoles were once popular all over the country, of course, but i April, 1644,
there was passed an * Ordinance of the two Houses of Parliament, for taking down
all and singular May-poles.” After the Restoration, as one book puts it, * they were
everywhere revived ', but gradually many of them ™ vanished . Not everywhere,
though, and Elstow was one of the places where the maypole continued, for the
School record has a number of entries like the one for 3rd May, 1875, which says
that school began early in the afternoon " to allow children to go at 3.30 to the
Annual Maypole.” Annual, you will notice. But about the end of the nineteenth
century the celebration does seem to have lapsed. The present form of the celebration
dates from 1923, when the then Head Master, Mr. R. A, J. Wadsworth, started the
series that has gone on ever since. It retains much of its general pattern year by vear,
but in detail, as recorded in last year's programme, it is never the same two years
running. This year is no exception. We have several dances either not done here
before, or not done for some years past. There are other differences, too, which the
discerning among our regular visitors may care to look for.

- v * . -



Many people ask about the May Queen's speech. Do 1 write it for her? The
answer is emphatically ™ No.” Each year, certainly in my time here, the May Queen
writes her own speech. She then brings it for me to see, and I check it, making as
little alteration as I can. Usually I do not change more than two or three words, and
those changes are generally made with a view to making the speech easier to say out
loud. The Queen's speech is, as it should be, her very own. It is what she wants to
say, in the words that come naturally to her. She does not even see the speeches of
previous Queens.

I cannot end these notes without recording our thanks to all our many friends
who have helped in all sorts of ways, to make our Festival the happy and colourful
event that it 1s, and that we want it to continue to be.

. . . * *

PLeasE Note.—While we are happy to allow photographs to be taken, we
would ask photographers to avoid as far as they possibly can interrupting either
the view of the spectators, or the performance, The children have been instructed
that no part of the ceremony can be repeated for the benefit of photographers.

Incidentally, a good view of the crowning can be had from the side; 1 see it

excellently from my place by the coach.
R. C. Smits,

Head Master,
County Primary School,
Elstow, Bedford.

* * - * *

It may be of interest to record the country dances that we have given in the past
few years. Pretty well all the repetitions shown (except Sellenger's Round and
Brighton Camp) are repetitions of tunes only—the dances were different. But it is
the variety that shows up in this record.

1959 1960 1961 1962
Rufty Tufty Pop goes the Weasel  Haste to the Wedding The Butterfly
Circassian Circle Black Nag Ribbon Dance Elstow Eight
Flowers of Edinburgh Jenny Pluck Pears Thady You Gander  The Mary and
If all the world were  Christchurch Bells Hunt the Squirrel Daorothy

aper Newcastle Galopede Dargason
Cumberland Long We won't go home till We won't go home till Lucky Seven
Eight morning morning We won't go home till

Sellenger's Round Sellenger's Round Sellenger's Round morning
Brighton Camp Erighton Camp Brighton Caunp The Old Mole

Brighton Camp
WET WEATHER

If the Festival were to be entirely rained off we should try again on the follow-
ing Thursday at the same time. But we should not be put off easily. Provided the
ground were in reasonable condition, a decision about postponement would be
delayed as long as possible.




MAY QUEEN: LYNDA PIBWORTH, of Elstow

Traimmbearers:

Janer Coorer Ronrrr STANTON

Maids of Honous:

Lyyvpa Hooues MarGanReT SyurTH

(Chief Maid of Honour) Jran Sranron
Evizavern LAMBERT Carorine WarD

Evizarera Surrn

The Queen’s Jesters:
Brian Banrram (Chief Jester)

Davin Perkins Jonxn Stacey

Crown Bearer:

Mawryy Lincoin

Ribbon Holders:
Janer BArRINGTON RobNEY ALLEN
CrarisTiNe CoOPER Greorrrey Cooper

TeErESA CRAVEN Axorew Kxox

Dawx Curnis MarTin NorMAN

Jennrer Dawson Aran Ricues

Irene DucGan
Sarry Georce

Vivien Leg -

SterHEN Ronmnson
Ravymonp Soursam

Marx Stacey



=—— PROGRAMME ==

MAY FESTIVAL -1963%

1. Tue Queen's Procession 1o Evstow Green.
2. Tue CrowNING OF THE QUEEN BY LyYNNE SHARP, 1962 QUEEN.
3. Tue May QueeN's SpeecH.
4. ErecTiNG THE MAYPOLE.
5. Mayrore anp Country Dances.,
6. InTERLUDE-—THE Heap MasTER.
7. CoLLEcTION.
8. Mayrore axp Country Dances,
9. TasLEav.
10. Gop Save THE QUEEN.
11. Removar or THE MayproLE.

12. REeTurN ProcessioN 1o THE ScHoOL.

We expect to use these Country Dances: Picking up Sticks, Cumberland Square
Eight, Lucky Seven, Speed the Plough, Cumberland Loag Eight, Hunt the Squirrel,
Brighton Camp, Sellenger's Round.



Elstoww Moot Hall

[he Moot Hall winch susnds on Elstow Green was formerly a market-house in connection
with the fair. John Bunvan knew the Moot Hall as a hoy, and probably in after years thought of
Elstow fair when he came to describe Vanity Fair in Pldgrim’s Progress.

I'be Moot Hall s yun by the County Council as & 17th century centre in association with
John Bunyan, Here are shown furniture and other exhibits of his day. both from the simple
homes of the humble and the stately rooms of the well-to-do, Twa doars of the old County
Gaol at Bedford are reminders of Bunvan's two terms of imprisonment: and there is a consider-
able collection of early edivions of his works, The building is open dailv except Mondays.

The special exhibition for the summer of 1963 s yot (as s usual) devored to the 17th century.
but celebrates the jubilee of the County Record Office. Some of the best of its many thousand
documents are on show. and with them many objects lent by old county families, such as
mimatures. clothes and china. The exhibition is called Bedfordshive and England.




ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Organiser and Chatrman:
Mg, R, C, Syurn (Headmaster)
Mgs. D. M. Eveceon, Mes, D. E. Huekee, Miss L. B. Jerrs, Mrs, M. Ministez.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We acknowledge with gratitude our special obligations to: THe Parents, Tae Beorornsums
County Councr, Tue Beororosume County Constasviary, Miss |, Gooeer, Rev, Peres
Harteey, M.A,, Mg, F, JeweLr-Hagsison, Mg, J. Fountawy, Mg, E. Prarr, BA, Mr. G. F.
Ranoary, M.A, Miss D. Fox axo Hereers, THe Scuoor Caretarive Starr axo Mg, W. G
Bamey.

BROADCASTING ARRANGEMENTS
Ropinson AND GREEN

All proceeds to Festival expenses and Festival Reserve Fund with any residue to Elstow
School Fund,

LIST OF MAY QUEENS, 1925-1962

1925 Lavka Caves 1938 Karureen Goobe 1951 JacoueLine Mavcock
1926 Mager Croven 1939  Esxa Heatnririp 1952 Grera Grisox
1927 Doris Bartram 1940 Mary TroOWBRIDGY 1953 Mauvween lzzaro
1928 Onive DevoNsHIRE 1941  Irene Brows 1954 Gresys Daners
1929  Avorey Birp 1942 Joan Morges 1955  Jovce Noratan
1930 Jover Weeks 1943 Marion NicHooLs 1956 Curistine Lowe
1931 Conwme MiLtarp 194+ Liuian Baker 1957  Jaxer Coorrr
1932 VEra Baxter 1945  Iris Vann 1958 JenNiper CARDING
1933  Joan Hackerr 16 June TaOoMPsoN 1959  Janer Houvspen
1934 Doris Curnow 1997 Rrra Junn 1960 Axn Hinnsos
1935 Puayius Izzaro 1948 Jean Wese 1961 Victroria LAMBERT
1936 Brrry Croucn 1949 Mary Roacu 1962 LyNNe SHare
1937 Marsie GoonsHie 1950  Diana SkeELTON
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