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HLSTOW
The present church is o fragment of the nave of the chureh belanging to
Benedictine mmoery founded by hudith, the niece of William the Congueror, in
aboot 1075 The Firse three bays fron the east are Nornsan, and the two westen
omes are of ¢ 1220000 the Early English style! Afler the suppression of the
Fomnclation i 1539 the remaining parts were adapled for parish use, the east end
and the west window being completed i [3R0. The monastic remains include
the so-called Chapter House, a vaoled chamber sl the south west of the church
now used a5 a vestey, The detachicd lower or belfry o the nodb ol the church is
saech 1o be ol C15th dale”

Apart from o certilicate of the completion of repairs in 17337 there is Linle
evidence regarding alleraticns caied out o the choreh before the carly C19th,
Bopney indicales that cxtensive repairs were undertaken between 1823 and
FRZE, Mo further information abowl this weork is available, bul contemporary
ilustrations (Plate 56) sugeest that it included the removal of the timber-framed
nortl poech® ond aliertions (o the west end of the south aisle! There was
Fewanerly aovestey on the north side ol Qe chureh abutting the second by ol the

A0 was demolished inoabom 1RG0, and pre-restoration phetographs

it s

Plate 56 Lilskivas ME view of the clnaeh and detached Belly, slonwing the timber-Tramed posch, e
ety l e hlocked windiss e elenestory and epslwoll, By TR the porel B gone and ihe
vty o fund been aflened. Sreroodonr: Thovay Fiitiee o, TRLS)
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ﬁ.llmw its rond~line on the misonry blocking the window where it had heen
silualed f

The church was thoroughly restored between LS80 and 1882 by Thomas
Jubson Jackson, the Bediond archileo, mainly at the expense of the Whithread
Lamily of Southill.* The south aisle was wirtually rebuill and greatly uliered, s
of the nave and clerestory were aken down and Pebuilt, and the church was
completely re-roofed and reseated. A stair turret was crected al the west end of
the south aisle. The scale of the work is illustaed i g series of conlempurary
walercolours by the architeer (Plate 581 There is ulso a group photograph ol the
workmen, of whose teverence ind conduct a visitor during the course of the
restoration was critical." The restoration was compleled with work on the (ower
in [888 which include increasing the height of the spirelet, !

Between 1882 and the end of the C 1o several sindned olass windows were
introduced including the Buiyan windows (by T.W.Camm of Sinelhwick [553
and [B35) in the side windows of (he cast wall and the tece central windows
{by Mayer & Co ol Munich [887)."

Lo Extract fron glebe tervier, 24 Jupe 1822

ELSTOW

Church yard. The Chuorch-yard, measuring from Bast 1o West on the side
adjoining the Green aboul two hundred ind lorty six feel, and from North 1o
South (measuring [rom the Church door o the opposile boundary wall) abom
one hundred and eighly two feet, s claimed by William Henry Whithread of
Southill Esguire as his frechnld propeuty, wpon whad growds it is mot said. The
boundary Walls and Fences of the Church-yard o the Noth and West are kepl
i repair by the parish bt the wall and [ences on the Eastem side are being
claimed as the Paron's. It is presumed that they are by him o be kept in repair,
This however is nol cerlain,

Church, Lnprimis, the Parish Church, a very ancient Building, containing i
length, (with the Chancel) ninety three feet, and in breadih, lody nine feel. The
Steeple is a detached building on the North side al'the Church, by the West end,
s measures within the walls [Neen feel by twelve feet, and in heighi SIXLY Si%
feel.

Farniture and ornaments of the Chorch, Within the Church and belonging
to i, are, one communion table, one linen cluth o the same, one napkin, one
silver cup with o cover, weiphing topether about nine ounces and has chigraven
on it “Elvestow Com. Bedd, 16397, one silver paten, weighing abowl nipe
ounces, baving o cont of arms engraven on i One ouk chest, one iron chest for
the sale keeping of the Parish Registers, ome oak table (in the Yestry), one Pulpit
and reading desk,” one pulpit cushion covered with crimson eloth, one Bikle of
the last vanskation, lwo lurge common prayer books, one book ol Offices, The
King’s Arms,"" The Lord’s Prayer, the Crecd, the jen commmandimenis, ane Mall
very old and very Tile [ for vse, aned oo surplice,
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Bells. [n the steeple are a Clock and five Bells weith their Trames, the st or
least bell is two feel Hoee inches i dimmeter and s this inscription on il
“Clristopher Graie made me 16557, the second bell measures twe Teet five
inches and a hadl in dinmeter beaing date 16027, e thicd mcasires two [eel
sevel inches e dineter with this inscription “CGod save our King 16317, the
fourth b5 two leet cleven inches in dinmeter, the Gith s teee feet two inches in
dinmeder with this inscription “Be it koown unto o1l that doth me see, that
Mewcombe ol Lelcester made me 1O047,

Parish Registers. Tem, helonging to the said Parish, are, {iest, one pawchment
register boek, containing enlries of baplisms, marriages and burials in the Parish
of Flstow, The entry of bagtisms beping in the year of our Lord one thousand six
lundred and Tory two and ends io te vear one thowsand seven huodred and
seventy seven. The eotey of marriages begins in the year one thousand six
huncred and fecty one and ends in e vear one thousand seven hondned and Gy
four, The entey of burials beging i the year one thousand sis hundred ad oy
o and cnds in the year one thoosand seven huondred and seventy seven. liem,
e other Parclunent segister book containing enteies of baptising and burials in
the: said Parish feom the year ane oosand seven hundred and seventy eight o
the end of the year one thousand cight hundred and teeelve, Lem, one other
repister buok (papery containing ealries of maniages in the said parish of Elstow
from fhe year one thousand seven hundred and [ifly four o the end of the year
one thousand eighl hundred and vaelve. Hem, three other repister books of
baptisins, wiuringes, and burkals o the said parish provided according 1o Act of
Parliament. the entries of which said regisier books respectively begin in the year
one thousand eight hundred and thivleen ad arecontinued wthe present tme.

Seads in the Chorch. The pews and scuts i the said pacish chureh have lrom
time inuncmorial been repaired at the public cxpence of the parish: but whether
the scats i the chancel see kept up by the Patron or the Parishioners does nol
Hpppear,

Churehwardens. The Churchwardens are chosen yearly in Easler week af a
Vestry meeting, one of whoom is chosen by the Minister, and the other by U
Purishioners,

Parish dues 1o the Minister, There are no lithes whalever belonging o the
Minister ol this parish, no House, nor trace of House, nor any land in lieo ol
tithes, nor any olher does Tucther tian those heeeinalter mentioned |lees puyahle
tor Minister listed ], Easter offerings have not of lale years been paid to the
Minister, though # has been decreed in some cases Ut Baster offerings are due
of commen vight, md net by custom only.

Parish Clerle. The Parish Cleck is always appointed by the Minister the
cerlilicate of which is entered in the Repister books of the parish.” The safary
allowed by the Parish is two Guineas annoally, The pecustomed [ees o the
Clerk are as Tollow, for every chorching of wamen sixpence, for every wedding
By bamns baee shillings and sispence, Tor every woedding by Licence five
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shillings, for every hurial of 3 pecson rom another parish five shillings, [or
every burial of & person belonging to the Parish three shillings which includes
dipging the grave and ringing the knell, for every burial within the walls ol the
Chwrch ten shillings, fio seling up o pravestone in the Church-yard one shilling,
There is also due (o the Parish Clerk ai Haster yeurly for every Lamily keeping a
separate lre fourpence,

2. Areldeaien Beiirrey s .fJF.s'mr:'r';.ff.lrr,'.ffr'a-xu_,f': fervelien, o FE20- FR20)

LELSTOW,

This Church consists of the Mave and Ajedes of the Ancient Priory Church,
Gireat part of which is coeval witly the Countess Judith’s foundation, in the reign
ol the Congueror, The Piers are some cylindrical, some octagonal; & st o,
lor the greater part, plain semicireular Arches, Those towards the West are Early
English & have monldings, The Nocth Door is Norman, tle West carly Englislh,
The Font is octagonal with panels & ol the perpendicular Siyle, The Windows
af the Adsles are insertions with perpendicular tracery, The Clerestory retains the
Semicircular characler with alterations in the Tracery, The Tower stands
separate from the Choreh on the North West, & is perpendicular & embatiled,
Chver the Nooth Door rudely seulptured is Christ with the Gospel in his lefl hand
& his right in the attitude of benediction. St Peter with his Keys is on the right
also in the atlide of benediction & St Paul (probably) on his el % There is q
rich foliated Corbel supported by the bust of an aged Male at the East Lnd and »
perpendicular Chancel Screen.™ Several Brasses are upon the Moor, The West
Door has elegant emly Enoglish Mouldings & Piers, and attached 1o the South
West comer of the South Aisle is an ancienl groined passage leading formerly
from the Church into the Prioey; ™ which after the Reformalion hecame a
Mansion. The Church Yard s spactous and opens inlo a Jarge close, in which
stands the Ancient Markel-house,

A Archdeacon Bouney's visiation Hotetook, (8231530

ELSTOW. This Church consists of a Mave, Norlh and South Adsle. The
Chancel is of the same heipht and width of (he Mave, and the Aisles are
continued on cach side of i A Tower stands on the norh of the North Ajsle
levwards the Wes|

At the Visitation of 1823 the lollowing order was given: that the Tower he
thoroughly repaired and restored:; the North and West entrunces be reprired and
restored accarding (o the Ancienl Architeeture; the Walls be repuired
throughout; the munions, Cornices and Tracery of the Windows be restored: the
Battlements be restored: all these 1o be done cither with stone o Parker's
Cement, as there is occasion, The Time for doing the above — as follows: the
Tower before Easter 1825: the Norll Door and Adsle before Easter 1824 the
South Aisle belure Easter 1526: the West Door and End before Easter 1827
East End and Nave before Easter [8280



HMate 57, Flstew: Interior looking cust showing Uae ol henchis Dl mame, e sereen, and e palpit
o mH e

lestoer i thein pro-resteralion postio (e dvrciene: Fraefod Budpe o L3T5)
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Y the Visitalion of 1826, The Norh side, Fast End, and the Fast and Nodh
sides of e Tower were compleated, An order was then given o the Church
Wardens 1o make progress in Tullilling the temainder of the Order.

Al the Visitation of 1833 the following Ovder was given: that the Bible he
newly covered with Leather but nol new bound; the Leaves be smoothed: the
Pulpit be oak grained; the Communion Rail be gak prained: a new Cushion be
purchased for the Pulpit. Advice was given w the Parishioners as o the
repewing ol their Church, The Order concerning the repaits vl Pews was
theretore postponed Ll a return be made (o the Archdeacon of the determination
ol the Vestry,

Al the visitation 1836 ordered the plaster 1o e repaired in 5. Aisle: also the
Chpen Scats (o be taken up and refitted and more commodiously arranged: a Pew
al the West End to be brought forward and placed opposite the Pew on the Noril
sicle,

Al the Visitation 1839 Ordered the Churchwardens o repair the Wl under
the N.West Window of the North Adsle; the Seats to be repaired and regularly
arcanged and for this purpose to submit a plan o me before Michaelmas next: Lo
procure a new Tahle Cloth,

4. Article on the Chareh by WA, (imo.34 ) NM 10 April 1847

ELSTOW, Yirgin Mary and St Helen. In the ncighbourhood ol Elstow
Church are 1o be scen ins indicuting the existence, at some lime, of o building
of very considerable extent and importance, A stranger, not by cogquiry on the
spol, but by research amongst books, will leam thal these crumbling masses
mark the spol where once stood an abbey Tor Benedictine Nouns, dedicated in
honour of the Holy Trinity, St Mary and St Helen, founded by Judith, Countess
i Huntingelon,

Here tn more purely lives, less all doth all,

More promplly rises, walks with nicer heed,

More salily reats, dies happier, is [eed

Earlice from cleansing lires, and paing withal

A brighter ciown,’

Whatever of truth there may be in the above lines, we can ve ry well imagine
to apply with double Toree to females ot o time when all ladies of any
pretensions i wealth or beauly were sold, stolen, or made o presenl of Lo the
suitor who, from his power, would be the alliance most in aceordance with the
mubitious plans of the lady's relatives, she hemsel§ neve being consulted in any
wity, Again, the manners of the age were excee dingly pross and repulsive to
female delicacy, and what we understand by domestic life, utlerly unknown.

Though we are L from desiving the restostion of monastrics, we condemn
the bratal ignorance which destroyed so many heautiful buildings: we shudder at
the npicty which scized properly devited (o the eause of relizion, and
secnbarised il Moreover, we think thal in these nable piles might have heen
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maintained, with the revenues attached 1o them what we wanl 5o much in this
ige — "Holy ocders of men and wonen Treed Tom the sio and snace of perpetoal
vows,'

Sll, as we lingered among the s, we Gell that the ground we trod, the ar
we breathed, were hallowed with the steps of many holy leel walking batefoot
in penance for such sins as we should never have nodiced in owsclves, with the
chants of repentance and thanksgiving, And, as on cur departure the last of these
relies so fertile i romantic association faded from our view, we thought with the
ol -

Onee were ye holy, ve are holy sall,

Your spirit [reely et me drink and live,"

wlich destroyed the buildings already dueseribed; and those inloe whose hands Lhe
care ol it las descended have lamentably neglecied their duly, 1 exhibils all the
faults of Churchwardenism, The chancel is coloured while and vellow: a
wretched altur-able, with a shablby covering of green baize: on the milings were
suspended o pall and o dirty bag,

In the south aisle, close 1o the altar-table, a row of leather buckets was
arranged ® The dang state of the church would appear ulterly 1o preclude any
chance of their ever being required. The injuries this cliurch has suffered
externally are too numerous 1o be particularty dwell upon. Parl of the wonden
sCreen rentung; on one side it s paimed green, on the other yellow, A good
palpit remaing, bul swrmounted by o vile sounding board, ™ The westeon door
exhiibits a most disereditable appearance; it would disgrace o bam, The paving s
in a very dilapidated state; coonnon bricks, with some broken bits of stone, A
corner of the chnrch Tus been lately converted into a vestey; i reseinbles a bad
maodern sarcophagus. The Tont is so placed thal an entire view of il cannot be
obained. The lead, however, remuing. Mear it are the remains of an ancient
stone colfin, rilled by some sacrilegious haod, and was used, when we sow i, o
i recepracle for a dirty candlestick and souliers, The cohunns were coloured half
while and yellow. A more miserahle appearance than the whole exhibited we
have rarely wilnessed, Mearly adjoining the church, amid the desolation
surtounding it is @ very beatiful cireular room, in tolerable preservation ™ 11 is
used as 0 Sunday school; betler bere than in the chancel.

The stump ol the chorchyard cross may be seen. We should be delighied o
see il restored; and as we shall hive te bugbear of Popery dinned in our ears for
expressing such a wish, we will say al once that the Relovmed Clureh hias
sanctioned the cross as a desirable symbol, by its presence in those of our
ancient clirches, where it has cscoped destruction in times of unbridled
fanaticism, by its inbroduction in all those recently crected, and by the fael that
the only cathedral we have buill since the Refonmation is of a crucifonm plan,
and surmonnted by o cross which, when gilded by the mys of the sun, is the Tist
phjcct which greels the stranger as he gazes al adistance on the vast metropolis,



= “
and we think it would be very difficult (o say why a cross should b crthacdos in
Leighton markel and Popishin Elstow churchyard: and will regard to e reason
for its restoration, we would say that te almostonly visible indication that we
have ever mel with that the Christian burying-ground was not s Pagan cemelery
b consisted in the presence of sheep and caltle; a plece ol heartless disrespect
which the decp solemnity of the rites which Hw heathen paid o Hweir dead,
according o the light which they possessed, forbids us to suppose they would
ever be puilty of: amd ‘e think the distinction might betier he marked by o cross
than by prazing aimls.

April &, 1847 WAL
* e, Arnold, Preface to Seratons.

5, Sir Stephen Glyie's Clhirele notes, sl fhefore 18400 (Veol L pp 2124}

ELSTOW. This noble Chureh Tormerly belonged 1o the Priory [andd| is in &
tolerably perfeet slate, It is very lofly & cansists al 2 nave & Chancel with side
aisles, partly of Norman wok, & part Early English, but both of very cxeellenl
charncter, There is a handsome Reetiliniar Tower standing entirely detached
from Uhe Church on the North West side, & nesembles in charaeter those ol the
neighbourhood, with double bellry windows, battlement, & octagon wireel al the
corner,

The othier buildings belonging to the Priory were as usual situated on the
South side, & some portions stll remain, The exterior of the South side has been
much mulilated, On the North side the windows are mostly, il not all, Rectilingar
insertions. The Aisles are embaltled, but not the Clerestory,

The Notth door is o remarkably fine Norman one, with decp mouldings with
chevion armument, & shalls, Above il is a niche of the same character, with the
knob arament in the mouldings, & within it o gowd picce ol scilpture of the
period, representing Christ belween Peter & Jaln.* The Clerestory windows in
the Western portion are Early English, in the Bastern Morman, The Tolerior is
very oty & prand, The aisles are cocslengive wilh the hody & chancel. The
nave has 3 arches on cach side, of which e two Weslern ate pevinteed with Fiwe
deep mouldings, some of which have the toothed oraument. The prers of these
arches are petaponal, very mussive & with foliated capitals, The wemaining 3
arches, (one i e nave & 2 in the Chancel) are Mormin, rude & plain, with
piers fal faced & ol square oo The Farly English Clerestory windows have
wiouldings & shinfis, but the Normin enes are quite plain. The West door has the
arch opening o the interior of contracted form but with shalts clearly Early
English. There is a woud screen separating the mave from the Chancel,™ & the
pulpit has pood wood carving” The Foul is Rectiliniar & handsome, of
actagonal form, each side enriched with a quatreloi] containing a rose. The East
wall of e Chureh Bas two equal sized Curvilinear windows, of 3 lights, & in
the stuge ahove them another smaller one of the swne character now stoepped
i Between he bwe windows 15 0 very beautitul pedestal enriched with
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eluborate folinge & supported by 2 lgures bearing ashield, There s also another
very elegant pedestal under the northern window of the two. In the South Asle
15 @ niche with piscina. On the North side of the Chancel is a vestry of
Rectilimear date, with a hand some label’d doorsay,

There are in the Chancel two very line brasses, both with female lgures, Of
ane the inscription is much nutilated & juos s “Margeria bis viduata filia
Radulfi ... de turie Ricardi, hic jacet in fossa data . wl alia petat loca forida
pace perenni. Spiritus ista videns ., | Ypidalem Amen, Obid aitem anno domin
- i vighl Sancti Michaclis Archangl...”

The second commemorates the last Abbess of Elstow. “Orate pro anios
domine Elizabeth Hervey quondam Abbatisse monasted de Llveslow gue ohiil
die mensis ... anne domind millesimo quingentesimo .. cujus anime ef omoiom
fedelinm defunctonm .7 The date has obviously never been inseried,

Al the West end of the South Adsle 15 0 stone collin, Ulie whole of the arches
do pillars in this Church are covered with whitewsash of the thickest & conrsest
description, wherehy the effect is sadly injured. Indeed the whole Chureh is
neglecled & oul of repair, the pews old & rwinous, in faet most of the seals are
apen, bul there is no pood wood carving,

The burial ground as usual in conventual Churches is entirely on the North side,

Metew T Ul areades in he nenly aisle are nicely ilusined in o skeweh made by e e 1T Poweld
AL TEL Akl s, 17456 CYRE 20 VON | ppada2-8 cabhey ) and T pp 28223 (church, Pevsier
presd-T b ABE 307 A This s shown by Fisher e B30 slide 715 - Plate 563 hot no) by Buckle
i RIS (B Add Ms. 36350 TA00 1 s illustrted neardy 190 engravings (5 2508080 100

inconeely cuptivned souih porel, and slide 6625 S0 An engraving of 1803 by Thomas Heamne {3
QHUASE) showes a tiled rond rising above the west end of e soul aisle. Tles s also shown in a
crude representation of the clioreh n G Ang, BR26 p 108 (35 172300, bul Buckler's view of
Aupust 1TEFT shows (BL Addbs, 36350 £39) a conlinmeas lean-to ool covering the whole aisle
o ot o weest; 6. e plotogeapl of e 185 G0 ST T, Tl work is werumply attribaled by
Puewsner to 500 Thomas Graham dacksen, 8 Conespandence in the Whithoee) funily praapes (4
FWEE-03, el nevespaper reporl of the renpening o the cloeeh i G420 Moy |R82: 9, Slides 1261
linterior — Flate 581, 110 andd 1335-6 (exteriory, WL Photogiaph TSR] (P 12828020, Leter Tiom
SLES of Stevenage originadly published i Clhaereh Piuees telersing te cne ol e workinen seen
“enlmly smoking his pipe i e swered edifice™ seprinned by A BLwdes in BNO Vol (1886
P 1 8-20 1L Date TRES s pasipet; 12, The Bunvan windows Gsonth) deseribed in 5172 e 1883,
arf poetley gn S8 26 Sepl RS, The two Wigrnm memorial windows aie mestioned in BAF 19
Feh EEY, and the Jubilee wandow flop cenlred in 87 L4 Dan B85 13, The Whilheeud Fanneily
acaired the Plilleesdon estate ot Elslow in 1792; 14, The ple lisied e was neplaced by o new
comamenien servce ol Flagon Chalice & Plate . the beguest of Miss Saal Fures Hillersdea .
B 1B CABE 515 05, The medioeval pulgit stood on e south side of the nve ol [880, when
i it delegated o the ek of e chuorcl as a redic, 1 was asferred 1o the Meol Hall by facalty in
1968, S The Elstow Pulpit” by Keith Robinson in 8 Mo Vol 13 ne 95 (Autamn 1971 pp.5 123
U6, The i, dided 1775, e over the wesl door (see Pacdoey 17, The lirsl register (1° 1 28171)
SOntEing enties conceming several puish cleds drom 15891777, For William Cicket, clek 1825
TRIL, see BHES Yol 72 ppoia-ts 08 Hosteted by Fisher in BRMECK 250880001 09, Tl sereen
separed the e o he clineel 1was neneeed o TERG aml m sepliced, B i is shown in o
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BLETOW/EVERSHOLT 275
Thes Telers 1w il scalled Clapter hoase; 24,
Avcounls ar Vestry minutes for (he Jerivd lraee
huckens bearing the injigls “ILELY am “Elvestow 1781
Wigran's Cheoniefo af e Abbey o Elston (1485) [ERIE R
blocked in sove g sily views, wag opened p o) (e restomition s filled winy sttined plass o
COmCImOnEe ueen Vicloria's Juibitee in pa4T,

INig work fs g docutieed

W& ne churchwarde
survived; 22, Thiz o

nihifess nefers to e lentler fire:
laiter noted as being in the tower i
I3 iz windowy, cleprly shown s



