A Bedfordshire
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By F. W. KUHLICKE, F5A
LRHXVI—Hillersden of
Elstow, Eversholt and
Colmworth

Arge
Avgeit ana ehtessrony vedihin a border engraifed
sablee throe bull's heads cabashed of the field,

wi prest st tis Gonily 1558 when Thomas Hillersden of Membland
in Devon married in Toddmgton, Joan, one of the two daughters of Ralph
Patrs, synire of Chalprave,

Thomas {1} Hillersden was admiteed 10 Gray's Inn in 1594 and beyond that
we know very lictle of him. He and his wife Joan seem to have settled ar Linle
Park, Ampthill, and had two sons, Thomas (IT) and John, and two duughters,
flice who died i 1587 and Mary who marmed Feynold Horne in 1560, The
vounger of the two sons, John, ‘of Bardesden and Stoke Himmond, Bucks,',
mareied a1 Chalgrave 160203 Frances Bellay and had three sons and five daugh-
ters, We do et know when Thomas | died bue it muse have been before 1613
inn which year he acquired the Wakes Manor of Evershole. Thomas [T marnied
Elizabeth Harding ac Chalgrave in 1508, He was styled 'of Little Park, Amnpthill
where his wife died in 1616, She was the grand-daughter of the sister of foan
Ports, Thomas 15 wife. They had two sons and two daugheers. The cldest,
Theimas, bom 1608, died two years later when the seeond son, also Thomas,
wias born, Joan, the elder daughter was bom in 1613 and married Thomas
Haker: Elizaheth, born at .""E.!_‘lt!: Guise 10 800 marcied Thomas Rouse of
Caxton (Huntingdonshire).,

Thomas i1 set about building up 2 famuly estate. In addivion g0 the Evershole
cstate, in 1616 he purchased from Sir Edward Raddiffe and John Chele, the
Elstow Abbey estare {nEDFORDSHIRE Macazing, X, 216) — or much of Elstow,
Wilstead, Kempstom, Cardington and some land in Bedford for /700 and he
claimed 1o be Jord of the manor of Hockliffe, Such possessions placed him
among the gentry upon whom Fing James [, ac Theebalds Pack, conferred
the homoit of knighthood, He left numerous charitable bequests and maney
far the testoration or ‘new framing’ of the old hovses at Elscow and the demali-
o of the less nseful ones. He appointed a relative, the Rev Andreew Dennyy
lo bic his son's titor. Ameng his interesting bequests is 'Nicholas Welked 1o
have meat and drink il he choose for six years at the testator's expense’, He
'desired the manor of Elstow to be purchased in his son’s name’ and, m fact,
s son did oltam recovery of all the Elstow estate in 631

This som, Thomas 111, bom 1610 and baptised at Ampthill, soughe further 1o
increase the family fortume and estates, In Elstow he set about lﬁ:lf!dirlg i J-‘II‘HE
louse on the site of the Elwow Abbey buildings, bue died while the project
was still in hand, He also purchased a hotse and grounds at Caxton, Hunting-
donshire, which he begueathed, free of rent, to lus siscer Elizabheth Rowse, i
own oiarrage ook place at Knchworth in 1628 to Margacet, daughter of Sir
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William Lytton, a great grand-daughter of Oliver, Lord St John of Bletsee.
She was born in 1613 and survived him fifty-seven years, having re-married
Sir Thomas Newett. Thomas and Margaree had a son, Thomas IV and 1
davghter, Katherine, born and died in 1632, Thomas I died in 1652, shore-lived
like most of the Hillersdens, In his will be bequeathed £ 20 towards the erection
af a monument o hus old tror "Uncle Dennys” and that miemerial can sill be
seen in 5t Paul's, Bedford where he was, for 2 cime, vicar, He showed his love
ol hawking by bequeathing an annuity to his ofd falconer and giving him,
o tokenr af his Jove, his Gvourte hawk

Like his father and grandfacher he made many chantable bequests in Elstow
and Dedford. Mis son and heir was Thomas TV, borm at Knehworth 1170
anel e b was l.ll'lil‘.I two years old when his father died. On reaching a1 years
of age he married Elizabeth, the eldest daughtee of John Huxley, of Eatan
Bray. Thomas 1V also died relatvely young ar the age of 27 years in 1657 and
theee years luter his widow Elizabeth married Sie William Becher of Howhury,
Thomas 1V had two sops, Thomas V and John, and two daugheses, Margaree
and Elizabeth. The girls were never married. John, borm wmo16ys lived unnl
108 Ty his father’s will he received all his lands in Hockliffe and in Battlesden
with; alter his aunt’s decease, lands in Buckinghamshire and Huntingdanshire.
The elder son, Thomas ¥, born 1653, matriculated at Christ Church, Oxfard,
ave encered as a stodent of die Inner T.t_'"“p]f in 1670, [‘_!Iun'nH the Conunon-
wealth he was fined o 108 a2 delinguent in 1675, Twenty years laee lie
marcied Mary, daughter of John Forth, an alderman of London and she bore
hin e son William in 1676, a son John, "of Stoke Hanmond', 1 son Richard
and two danghters Elizabeth and Susannah. In his will he mentioned anather
seut Jahn, This John, bomn 1678, dicd ar Elstow in 1710, owned estates in Colu-
worth once the property of Sir Ludowick Dyer, whilst Richard married
Elizabeth Haselden oIEJ't(L}aIdiL ton and sercled there. He inherited his brother
John's Colmworth esrares 3.11?:11 his death he bequeathed chen to his friend,
Dennis Facrer of Cold Brayfield and his laind in Eaton Socon and Wilden to
his niece Margaret Hillersden., Thomas Vs eldest son was the fest to beeals
the Thomas ceadition.

Thomas V fignres in parhamensary hustory for o 16% he and Thamas
Christy were returned to Parliament for the borough of Bedford and the
following year Sir Willizm Franklin petitioned Paclizment on the plea thae he
liad been rfu[}' chosen by the proper officers of the borough. He claimed that
double returns had been set up to nullify his election. On the plea of bein
referred o the comnuttee of privileges the verdict wene againse Franklm nnj
the ‘proper officers’ namely the mayor and under—sheriff were placed in custody
for their misdemeanours, namely tampering with the returns. The miayor was
lined and, of course, Christie and Hillersden were declared eleeted. Hillersdan
held the scat uncil his death {mrornsame sacazive, X, 173), Thomas V'
eldest sueviving son, William, was the first to break the succession of Thomases,
Born in 1676 he studied at Wadham College, Oxford, and followed the Farmily
tradition of entering the lnner Temple. He, too, took up a Fnr]i:|mﬂ|t.'|r}r
caveer gieng for Htiﬁrl'd Borough from 1707 to 1710 and then for the conney
L'p1g-22. By his marriage 1o Elizabeth Faireer of Cold Brayheld, the Hillersdens
aggain joined a well established family thongh they themselves as a family were
an the way out, William died, aged 49, 1n 1725 and was buried ar Elstow
heside his wife whe died in 1700, She had borne him four childeen, Thouas,
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Elizabeth, Mary and Margaret. Mary died in infancy, Margaret imarcied
Major-General Parslow, and Thomas, or rather Thomas Farcer died at the
age of 12, There was now no male heir and 1¢ was for Elizabeth, bor in 1704,
to carry on the family by marrying a telation, Denmis Barrer of Cold Deayfickd,
He died aged 4% and she dicd in her 33rd vear, bioth beitg buried at Colg
Tirayheld.

Of their four children, both the cldest, William Farrer, born i 17,
and his younger brother Thomas, died in infancy and 3 similar fate belg]
therr anphrer Mary. The one survivor was Dennis, borm in 1732 By ol
licence he assumed the name and arms of Hillersden in the v hape of
erpetnating the name of Hillersden bur by his first wife, Anne Faure, whan
e rmarried 11 1746, he had rwo daughters and by his second wife, Saruh Gier,
he again had s sons but two daughters 30 the Hillersden line ceased at the el
of the 18th century.

They derived from the Hillersdens of 1 Yevoushire, first recorded in Flenry
Ws assize roll and wok their name from the manor of Hilleesdun i tliat
caunty, A branel) settled at Stoke Hammond, Buckinghamshice and then the
elder branel was formed by John i'it!l:ndm,:JwJLuuurIag.-hi.-; brother Thowmay
the Sir Thomas of Ampthill. Their original anms did not ha vie the engrailed
Bovcker — that seen to liave been added 1o di;[it:gul_-.htJ|r_jLu|i|.1J biranch although
1t was not consistently bome. Fog example, Thomas Hillersden, 686, did nor
show the border en his monument nor s it shown on the hatchment of Denpis
Farrers widow. Oy the fagade of the house builr at Elscaw by Thomas 1T the
ars were carved in a cartouche withour the border byt with a mots Now
in rising” typical of the Hillersden rise in society and wealth, We do not know
the date when the arms, with border, were granted but they were conlirmed
by che heralds in 1506 when the squireel crear was pranted, ]|.;111‘|{‘I:r' A squirre
sejant proper cracking a golden nue.

The arms of Farrer which became quartered with Hilleesden nrs Argant o
@ betnd sable thres harseshoes of the field,

The silver horseshoes are 2 punning referenee to the same Farrer or terrer,
al 'FE’ILTFI:"T.




